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Few are aware that many of Atache’s products are 
formulated with plant-based ingredients that we ourselves 
process. In addition to several of the active ingredients that 
Especialidades Farmacéuticas Centrum uses as a basis 
for some of its medicines, health products and 
nutraceuticals.

María Ángeles Rivero, technical director and head of 
warranty at Especialidades Farmacéuticas Centrum, Sucina 
Extraction Plant, gives us an inside look at what these 
natural ingredients are and how they are processed in our 
facilities in Spain. With more than 30 years of experience in 
the manufacture and distribution of plant extracts for the 
pharmaceutical industry, María Ángeles shows us the 
facilities, products, processes and services, backed by the 
most widely recognised international quality standards.

Let’s begin the tour! 

Occupying a total area of 28,000 m2, we enter the premises, 
which cover 8,000 m2 of which 2000 m2 are taken up by the 
facilities directly related to the production process. Here, we 
meet each of the 11 people who make up the workforce.

The facilities consist of 
three warehouses with 
clearly delimited interiors.

So, tell us, what is all we see here…?

We can see the various units that make up our 
manufacturing plant: the crushing unit, the extraction unit, 
the drying unit, the grinding and standardisation unit... The 
production process we carry out has 5 independent lines 
and a closed circuit that minimises the risks of harmful 
emissions to the environment and possible 
cross-contamination. 

That is why each section is compartmentalised depending 
on its use: warehouses for raw materials, auxiliaries, 
packaging and finished products; production rooms 
separated according to each phase of the process; a 
solvent warehouse; laboratory and office.

What is the main activity at hand?
From here we develop and research plant extracts, study 
methods of obtaining these extracts and we provide an 
industrial manufacturing service, both for use in 
Asacpharma products, and for third-party customers. 
In addition to the usual products that are part of our 
catalogue, there is the possibility of studying and 
developing others proposed by customers. Manufacture is 
always on demand, which enables us to guarantee the 
stability and extended shelf life of our products.

So we don’t just use these extracts for Atache and 
within the Asacpharma group, do we?

hat’s right, we also market the extracts both in Spain and in 
other countries, such as

the United States, Germany and other European countries. 
This is done either through specialist distributors in the 
sector or directly to manufacturing laboratories. 

We know that quality requirements are very high, so 
can you tell us what standards we have to meet?

A: In the Especialidades Farmacéuticas Centrum extraction 
plant, we have the highest international certifications:  GMP 
Part II, ISO 9001:2015, ISO 13482:2016. We are also 
registered in the General Sanitary Registry of Food and 
Food Companies (RGSEAA) and, in addition, we have the 
Kosher authorisation to manufacture for third parties. 

Despite them being different standards, we have managed 
to integrate ALL of them into a single Quality Management 
System, in which the most critical standard prevails in all 

       We produce more than 60 different plant 
extracts. Polypodium leucotomos, Capsaicin 
and Hypericum perforatum are some of the 
highest in demand.
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tasks, thereby achieving full compliance with all of them. 

All staff receive continuous training in each of the areas of 
the Quality Management System that fall within their 
competence. As for the manufacturing processes, all of 
them are carried out following outlined, controlled and 
reviewed routes. These routes are continuously assessed 
in order to minimise risks and thus guarantee the quality 
and excellence of our extracts. 

After all this activity and meticulous control, what are 
these plant extracts finally used for?

Our products are used in the pharmaceutical, cosmetic, 
food and nutraceutical industries.

Within the products we make for the pharmaceutical 
industry, there are two types: active ingredients for 
medicines and products used to manufacture medical 
devices.

Are there differences in the extraction process of the 
same extract for different purposes?

Of course.

With regard to complying with specific rules, the 
manufacture of any active ingredient intended for a 
pharmaceutical product must be authorised by the Spanish 
Agency of Medicines and Medical Products (AEMPS), for 
which we are required to comply with GMP Part II 
standards. 

On the other hand, the manufacture of extracts as raw 
materials for the production of cosmetic products is 
regulated by other guidelines established by current 
legislation.

For products intended for food, either as a base for a 
nutraceutical or as part of a food complex, we must comply 
with the guidelines set by the Codex Alimentarius, including 
the HACCP. 

However, as I mentioned before, we comply with the rules 
that govern our quality system in all our products.

   
What format do the extracts come in?

Most of the extracts are presented in a fine powder matrix, 
although they also come in the form of oleoresin, oily 
solutions and glycolic extracts. 

What are the main extracts that are produced here?

We manufacture more than 60 different plant extracts.

The highest in demand from third parties are Polypodium 
leucotomos extract, std. Field Horsetail extract, std. 
Orthosiphon extract, std. Polypodium leaf extract, std. 
Saffron extract, etc.

As for manufacturing for Asacpharma products, 
Polypodium leucotomos extract, Capsicum purified 
oleoresin, and Hypericum oily solution are the main basis of 
some of our formulas such as our food supplement to 
boost the normal functioning of the immune system, 
Plesinox. Sensedol, in the topical treatment to relieve 
mild-to-moderate pain in diabetic neuropathy, and also 
Hyplus, a type-IIB medical device that prevents and treats 
skin lesions.

Where do all these plants come from?

We have our own plantations in Guatemala for two of our 
most-used raw materials, Polypodium leucotomos rhizome 
and the Polypodium leucotomos leaf. The former is used to 
manufacture the active ingredient EPL, which has 

immunomodulatory properties, and the latter is used to 
manufacture Polypodium leaf extract, whose main property 
is photoprotection.

As for the rest of the raw materials, these come from Spain 
as well as other countries, such as Poland, Bulgaria, 
Namibia, Indonesia... which are always purchased from 
approved suppliers.   In all cases, we have specific 
specifications for these raw materials, which we control in 
each batch.


